The identification of two peptide sequences of light subunits of the Lathyrus ochrus isolectins containing a sequential epitope.
A series of overlapping heptapeptides representing the entire amino acid sequences of the light subunits of the two Lathyrus ochrus isolectins were synthesized, coupled to carrier proteins, and the conjugates were reacted with polyclonal antibodies directed against the whole isolectins. Ten conjugates corresponding to two linear peptides localized respectively to the N- and C-terminal ends, reacted significantly with the polyclonal antibodies. The localization of two continuous epitopes at both ends of the chains is consistent with the regions of the chains predicted as putative antigenic determinants, according to their hydrophilicity, accessibility and flexibility.